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Tur  REA.oER 'S  DTcEST
P L E A S A N T V I L L E  N E V  Y O R K

Octobor  1 ,  1961

Dcan San Blumenfeld:

Undcr separato cover you w111 nocolvo a copy
of THE HERBERT IIOOVER STOmf.

Hono ls the story of tho book:

At  the  suggcs t ion  o f  The Roador ts  D lges t ,  I
d ld what was to havc been menely an ar" t lc lc on the
fonmen Pnesldcnt.  I t  turncd out so long that l t
was publ lshod as a condcnsat lon of  a r t for thcomlng
book.t t  To makc good on thls forrnula,  I  thon wrotc
tho book.

This was ln 1948. I t  was publ lshed by Double-
day under" the tltle trouR UNKNOIIIN EX-PHESIDE}Ir: A
Por"tr"al t  of  Hsrbort  Hoovor."

Much to thc publ lshents (and my own) sunpr lse,
l t  becano a bestsel lcr ;  on ths l ls ts fon somc scvon
monthsr odl t lon af tcn edl t lon;  total  sale a:round
40, OOO .

Ear1y tn 1959, I was askod by Human Evcnts to
update l t  fon an annlvorsary cdl t ion ln conncct lon
wl th  Hoover ts  85 th  b l r thday .  I  added a  long updat lng
chapter.  I  had cxpocted a paperback; Lnstead, l t
came out as a hard-uovor book pnlced at  $5.901
Dcspl tc the pr lco,  despl tc the fact  thet  t t  was sold
only through Hunan Evonts, tho sale camo closc to
15rO0O cop ies .  Tho t l t le  was  changod.

So a papor"back st l l1 : remalns to be donc. I
am convlncod that l t  w111 moro than Just l fy l tsel f .
Hoovor is vast ly admlred by rnt l l lor ls.  Thorc ls no
othcr blography. f  stand ready to cdl t  l t  as
nc cc s sary.

I an not surc wh.cther Doub)-eday stl}l has the
r ights.  I t I l  have to check. Beeause 15 ycars havc
passodr t  the nlghts may have revqrtod to me.

Dont t  hes l ta to  !o  _ca1 l  me on th ls .

Slnc;reIy

7 r
SENIOR EDITOR: EUGENE LYONS

( {---/
-.nd


